
                                                                

 

See the Strategies in Action 

 
Let's try them both together. 
 
First, direct your baby to listen. “Listen!" and pause. That's ‘Being a Director.’ 
 
Then, ‘Be a Bird Dog.’ "Listen, I hear that, I hear the music." And point towards the sound. 
Then, add a comment using a simple sentence. "There's music playing outside. I hear it. I 
like that song."  
 
These strategies seem pretty basic and simple, but your baby is a new listener. They don't 
know what sound is yet and what's important to listen to. 
 
Listening is a new skill and they need practice. And who better to teach them than you?  
 
These strategies allow your child the opportunity to detect and pay attention to the sounds 
and speech around them and learn which ones are important.  
 
Over time, your baby will match the sounds they hear with the objects around them and will 
even start trying to imitate the sounds. That's a great indication that sound has meaning 
and their listening and talking skills are developing. 
 
Make sure you share with your early interventionist what you observe when you use these 
strategies. 
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